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The-- President's Courage.
Our neighbor the World, usually a

newspaper of boldness us well as a
warm supporter of President Wilson,
takes a rather astonishing tIcw of the
President's appeal to Mississippi Dem-

ocrats to discard Senator Vabdaman.
The World does not like Vabdauan,
but 4t seems to think that Mr. Wil-
son baa made a mistake in saying
that, If the voters of Mississippi re-

nominate Vabdaman, "I should be
obliged to accept their action as a
condemnation of my Administration."
The Worid't comment Is :

"This Is a daring venture, and It I

attended with grave dangers with un-

necessary dangers, perha.pt. That Var- -

daman ought not to be In tha United'
State Benato at this time or any ether
time fi a matter on which most Intelli-

gent Americans will agree, regardless of
party. But whether It la worth while

for the President to risk hla prestige as
a. world statesman In a contest with
Vardaman In a State like Mississippi Is

quite another matter. If Vardaman Is

renominated In the primaries the Presid-

ent-Is beaten and hla Administration
condemned, not because Vardaman re-

turns te the Senate but because the
President himself made that the Issue."

Lees timid friends of the Admin
istratlon win take the view that n
condemnation of the Administration
by the Democrats of Mississippi will
not only not risk the President's
"prestige as a world statesman," but
will rather net as a condemnation of
Mississippi by herself. For ourselves,
w do not believe that the chanceller
ies of Europe await with short
breath the news of the fate of John
Shasp Williams's long haired and
unworthy colleague. If Vardaman Is
likely to win, as the World seems to
fenr, the President's courage is so
much the greater In opposing him.

What The 8un objects to, in this
war of the President upon various
members of the Congress, Is not Mr,
Wilson's taking desperate and cou-

rageous chances, but his entering re
gional political fields after his ringing
declaration that there was to be no
more politics. If he had not said
"Politics is adjourned," or if he had
Mid ''Politics Is adjourned except In
cases where I wish to defeat my op'
ponenta," we should regard the Presi-
dent's action with less disfavor,
merely pointing to the unwisdom of
any act by which the Executive at
tempts to control the legislature.

But to find fault with the PresI
dent Just because he baa entered r
contest where there is n chance of his
defeat is an attitude which we scarcely
expected to find taken by the World
Mr. Wilson's courage Is the most ad
mirable side of the whole affair.

The League of Nations Again.
The League of Nations is coming to

the front again. Its advocates be
lleve that such a combination will
prove the most effective means of pre
venting the future outbreak of great
wars, such as that which is now con
vulsing the world. They desire to
keep the project In the public mind,
to the end that It may receive favor
able attention when the present con
fllct terminates.

Lord Robert Cecil, one of the most
influential of English statesmen, has
recently expressed some views on this
important subject to a correspondent
of the New York Timei. He says

"I am perronally doubtful whether a
league can work by majority votes. For
Instance, I doubt whether you In the
United States would accept a European

lew of the Mexican question, or whether
we should be willing to alter the gov-

ernment of Ireland to suit a league of
nations. We may grow, of course, but
I think at present we must follow the
ordinary rule in all International pre
ceedlngs and must require the decisions
of the league to be unanimous,"

It Is obvious that there would be
no need of a league of nations to en-

force action In regard to which all
were ngreed. The only purpose of
such a combination would be to en-

force the will of the majority upon a
minority.

Senator Eliiiu Root In his Nobel
Prize address in 1014 spoke on this
subject with his usual clear insight
when he said :

"The attractive Idea that we can have
a parliament of man with authority to
control tht conduct of nations by legis

lation or an international police force
Ith power to enforce national con

formity to rules of right eonduet 1 a
counsel of perfection. The world ti not
ready for any auch thing and it can-

not be made ready except by the prac-

tical surrender of the Independence of
nations, which Has at the basis of the
present social organisation of the civi
lised world. Such a system would mean
thst each nation was liable to be law-

fully controlled and coerced by a ma
jority of alien Powers. That majority
atone could determine when and for
what causes and to what ends the con-

trol and coercion should be exercised.
Human nature must have come much
nearer, perfection than It Is now, or will
be In many generations, to exclude from
such a control prejudice, selfishness.
ambition and Injustice. An attempt to
prevent war In this way would breed
war, for It would destroy local self- -

government and drive nations to war
for liberty. There le no nation In the
world which would seriously consider a
proposal so shocking to the national
pride and patriotism of Its people."

The only sort of a league of na
tions which has sny present prospect
of success is a league to compel each
constituent member thereof to keep
its word.

Every considerable nation Is bound
to others by two kinds of treaties:
First, those general treaties, signed
by many Powers, which form the
basis of Internationa,! law; and sec-
ondly, those separate treaties which
constitute special agreements between
the high contracting powers. A vio-

lation of either Is readily ascertain-
able; and as every honorable nation
presumably Intends to keep its word,
none need hesitate to agree that oth-
ers may oblige It to do so. There
would be no sacrifice of pride or pa-

triotism In giving such a consent,
where a nation is acting in good faith
nnd Intends to fulfil Its treaty obliga
tions In letter and spirit.

Such seems to us to be the limita
tions which must nedge about any
practicable project for a league of
nations after the war.

The Ilarples on Our Coast.
In the history of warfare there Is

no more notable achievement than the
success of the United States Navy In
safeguarding the carriage of n mill
ion American soldiers across the At
lantic. That we are proud of our
navy, therefore, goes without saying.
Just now, however, the Navy De-

partment is confronted with another
important task.

Secretary Daniels Is reported as
having said that the submarine
raids have very little military sig-

nificance. Well, the destruction of
the Ltigltanla had comparatively lit-

tle military significance. It called
for drastic measure against the de-

stroyers. Just the same.
We refuse to believe that the In

telligence nnd vigor which solved the
problem of transporting nn army
of more than n million men safely to
Europe can fall to subdue the German
harpies which are Infesting our coast.

French and German Morale.
The German newspapers, partlcu

larly the strong militaristic or pan
German organs, nre having a hard
time explaining the reverses on the
western front and at the same time
heartening the German people to the
possibility of still further defeats of
the army. The early comments of
"an Insignificant surprise attack"
have given away to statements sim
ilar to that made by the n

Deuttche Zrttung that the gain made
by the Allies Is "the most serious re
verse of the war."

With the frank acknowledgments
of the disaster to the German arms
come Illuminating expressions of the
reception of the news by the people
and Its effect on the civilian popula
tlon. The Cologne VoXkixtitung, In
advising the people to keep up their
spirits, says :

''In Cologne it was the day of the
defeatists. With anxiety depicted on
their faces they stood together, ex
changing their fears and discussing the
dark prospects.'

The Deutsche Zeitunff makes use
of the defeat to lambaste the politi-
cians who have ventured to differ
with its wild Jingoism. It says that
the statement of Von KCiiluann
that the war could not be ended by
the sword alone had a depressing ef
feet upon the army. It hopes that
the defeat will have the effect of
"bringing about a state of affairs In
which politicians will not agitate
against the supreme command." The
Pott of Munich complains that
Prince Henry of Prussia had tried to
misrepresent the facts and says that
"It is ridiculous to suppose that the
Importance of the events can be con
cealed ultimately from the people."
The Vortc&rt of Berlin In much the
some vein calls upon the Government
to tell the truth and declares that
the expectations of those who wish to
lead the nation through the war as
If It were an Ignorant child are
unfulfilled.

The charges that the truth is be
ing concealed from the people are
more insistently made than at any
previous time in the war. The rea
son given for the necessity of frank'
ness by the Government Is bluntly
stated by the Voriciirtt to be because
it believes that the knowledge of the
danger In which the German people
stand would arouse their moral
strength, "the weakening of which
since August, 1014, Is rightly com
plained of."

The fact, evidently, is that the
morale of the nation Is now being put
to Its severest test since the begin'
nlng of the war. The German popu
Lace has suffered the privations of
hunger and has denied Itself with
more or less willingness to supply

1 "

the soldiers at the front At the
same) time It has been liberally fed
upon th reports of victory and maps
have been produced to prove gains In
territory and advances In the all ab-

sorbing plans of world conquest But
what will bo the effect upon a nation
obsessed with the Idea of militarism
and gains made only by force of arms
when that chief reliance falls and the
military Idols turn to clay?

There Is reason to doubt that Ger-
many will stand aa defiantly and un-

flinchingly n France has stood. In
the last four years, with much of the
north and eastern part of the repub-

lic devastated and held In the power
of the enemy, with her capital threat-
ened and thousands of her men,
women and children refugees, France
has held loyally to her faltb. Her
straggle has been not a fight for con-

quest but a fight for tho defence of
her land and for the free Institutions
which she represents. In this strug
gle, while Germany has walled her
lack of friends, France has been sus-
tained and upheld by the whole free
and civilized world. As Germany has
lost France has grown in character
and power. France's strength to do
and suffer has been In the righteous-
ness of her cause.

Neither Crasy Nor Devils.
The official pronunclamentos Issued

every little while by some German
General insist that the measure of
the American fighters has been taken,
and that it Isn't an especially large
size. Nevertheless there seems to be
great difficulty In making the German
soldiers believe it after they have
encountered our boys.

Writing to a friend in Rye, Robert
Louis Wilson, a member of the Fifth
Marine, Just reported killed, bote ex
cellent testimony regarding this point
"One German officer we took pris
oner," be said, "told us be bad fought
the English, French, Algerians, Cana
dians, and all the rest of them, but
be had never fought a bunch like us,
who cared not a damn for all the ma
chine guns they had. He said they
thought we were either crazy or pure
devils."

Undoubtedly there is a good deal of
deviltry In the marines and in all the
other fine American lads who have
dime such splendid work lately, but It
Isn't the brand to which any stigma
need be attached. Nor are they crazy.
even If their stalking of machine
guns, Indian fashion, or their fight
Ing from tree to tree, with Initiative
and Ingenuity well nigh Incomprehen
sible to the routine German mind,
does make them seem so to Fbitz.
They are Just good sound Americans,
fired with tho zeal of a good cause,
who fight with their heads ns well as
their hands, and fight to win.

Gradually the German newspapers
are coming to admit that the
campaign hasn't prevented the Amer
icans from getting across to take their
part In the great war. It was a long
time before they dared print the fact,
but now most of the German people
must know It.

This other fiction that the Ameri
can cannot fight may persist for a
time, If officialdom stresses It hard
enough, but It Is a safe guess that It
won't pass current with any of the
divisions which met our men In the
Soissons-Rhelm- s salient.

An Unjust Tax Scheme.
We read that the Committee on

Ways and Means, racking Its brain
for new sources of revenue, hns de-

vised a special tax of $10 a year "on
occupation or profession, except the
war Industry trades, farmers, teach
ers and ministers."

This plnn would take $10 a year
from n street cleaner, a policeman or
a fireman from numberless men
whose Income ranges from $000 to
$1,400 a year; and the farmer, who is
making $1,000 a year and getting his
food besides, would go free.

This plan would take $10 apiece
from the tens of thousands of stenog-
raphers of this city atone, women who
are receiving smaller salaries than
most school teachers and whose liv-

ing costs them more. A great many
of them have been making painful
sacrifices to pay Instalments on Lib-
erty bonds. To tax them and exempt
farmers, teachers and ministers Is
absurd.

Why war industry trades are In-

cluded in the exempt class Is a puz-
zle. If there must be n head tax to
support the war there is no reason
why the best paid mechanics In the
land should not be Included. To tax
a stenographer who makes $2 a day
and at. the same time exempt a car-
penter who makes $8 a day Is in-

justice.
Can't the Ways and Means Com-

mittee contrive any kind of a tax
without showing In every line of tho
draft Its consideration for and fear
of the Southern voter? It Is rather
surprising that this latest scheme
does not exclude nil lawyers living
south of Mason and Dixon's line.

A Marvel of Woman's Golfing.
As a general proposition It will not

be denied that few women can throw
as far, lift as much, strike as hard
a blow or hit a nail on the head as
squarely ns can nearly every man.
nere, then, Is a problem, perhaps in
anatomy, the wise should solve: Why
can many women, some, as the saying
Is, mere slips of girls, drive a golf
ball further than can the average
husky male golfer? In the reports of
a scries of four ball matches two boys
and two young women are playing for
Red Cross benefit we read as If It
were nn ordinary detail that "the At-

lanta girl drove to the edge of the
green, some 230 yards."

In a golf club membership of 300
there will not be more than a half a
dozen who drive rcmilarlv a fnr
that, We expect a riot of Indignant

I protests, but we shall stick to the
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statement until the official tape
prove It wrong. Men golfers are not
quite sane when they talk about their
drives. Aside from those few whose
brilliant play makes golf news the
great majority of any club's sound
players usually drive from 175 to 185
yards. Somo happy day with the fair
way as hard as a billiard table, with
a following gale, a clean hit from the
tee will carry and roll the ball 200
to 225 yards. Presto! the player
thereafter nonchalantly refers to him-
self as a 200 yard driver.

A former woman champion, when
she was In truth a slip of a girl, once
drovo down a level fairway and her
ball came to rest near a greens com-

mitteeman, who knew every blade of
grass on the course. When he recov-
ered breath he exclaimed, "Two hun-
dred and twenty-fiv- e yards, If an
Inch; nothing gained by grade; what
breeze there Is Is against her. Welt,
I'll bedam 1"

Others have expressed astonish-
ment at the phenomenon. Wha't Is
the explanation?

The eternal question In Germany Is:
"Why have we no friends?" From on
Interview in (A World".

Germany has friends. Turkey, Bul-
garia, Lcnine and Trotsky.

A tribute to the National Guard Is
contained In Secretary Baker's etate-me- nt

that of 16,971 officers only 464
wero discharged for unfitness In the
last year. Only thirty were court- -
martlalled and two deserted. Leaving
aside the 478 officers discharged for
physical disability, the QuarA officers
were 7 per cent fit

The fact that American troops fight
by time tables, capturing towns on
schedule, should greatly Interest the
Railroad Administration as a master-
piece of systematic operation.

That plant at Neville Island, Pittsb-
urg-, it is good to hear, expects to
turn out Its first big gun as a part of
the next New Tear's celebration. The
sooner and the more the better, but
Pittsburg will have to step lively,
please, with its supplies to beat the
record made last week by French,
British and American gun suppliers
who turned over to General Haio more
than 600 big guns In leas than a week
and are still going strong.

A despatch from Switzerland an-
nounces that violent controversies are
raging in Germany, between the Lib-

erals and the as to
what brought America Into the war.
A much simpler question would be:
What did Germany do to keep Amer-
ica out of the war? A word of two
syllables answers It.

The Guinness stout brewery earned
millions more last year than ever be-

fore the war because of the British
Government regulation requiring "the
use of a vastly Increased volume of
water." The drinkers of Qulnnesa are
no less fortunate than the stockhold-
ers. Let the volume of water per bar-
rel increase progressively and Britons
will be cured of malt beverage drink-
ing as onco were all the male Inhabi-
tants in a young mining camp on the
top of the Sierra Nevada cured of
whiskey drinking. There was only
one saloonkeeper, and he had only one
barrel of whiskey and no more to be
purchased with gold dust. Every time
he drew a glass of whiskey he slyly
poured into the barrel a glass of
spring water artfully colored with
brown sugar. When the bewildered
miners were getting only a drop of fire
water per drink, and a gallon impris-
oned no laughter, they declared that
they "didn't seem to relish their llkker
no more" and quit.

Having observed anarchy close up,
Finland chooses monarchy.

THE BEATEN ARMIES.

They Represented. Berlin's Most Tlg-oro-

Effort
To the Editor or The Bun Sir; Oar-ma- n

resources were taxed to the utmost
to provide men, arms and ammunition
for the July 16 drive, which wai to end
tha war. And now the German "High
Behlnds" know their army has been
soundly thrashed where It was the
strongest It ever has been or will be.

R. G. Sanderson.
Berlin, N. T August 11.

TRADE BRIEFS.
Consul A. C. Froet has aenl to the die- -

trlet oSlce of the Dureau of Foreign and
Domeetle Commerce, Custom House, thle
city, the namet of flrme In Alferla whs
would handle acenelet fnr American rice.
There It a dernand for 20,000 bags of 100
klloa each. Inqulrlet about this need
ehould be accompanied by a reference to
File No. 1031P7.

Esperlmente have been made at a Por- -
tugueee agricultural school to determine
the value of American tractora in that
country. All the teite made were, tatlt- -

factory and It le predicted that the mar
ket tor theie machines wilt grow rapidly
after the war. Manufacturer! Intereeted
In thla trade ehould communicate with
Csneul-Oener- W. U Lowrle In Llebon.

New Zealand dairy ownere have tent
repretentatlrea to thla country la study
the manufacture of dried milk and to
purchase machinery necteeary for Its, pro-
duction. It It claimed that thli Induttry
It more profitable than butter or eheeta
making and that butter fat can be aold at
a price double that of normal times.

A refrigeration plant for tha conterva-tlo- n

of all klnda ef foedetuffe la wanted
by tha authorities of a Dratlllan State.

Shipbuilder! en the touthtrn coast of
England have launched their flret rivet-le- tt

vettel. Th platet of tha thtp were
Joined by electrle welding. Although th
procees It not new, this It the flret tlm
that any craft hat had all ef Itt plates
fuitl together by electricity.

Contul Lawrence r. Brlggt, Itangoon.
Burma, India, Invltet American manufac-
turer to tend their catalogue! and trad
publlcatloni to th conlulat, where they
will be placed In tha commercial reading
room. The Conaut will furnlih Informa-
tion to any manufacturer about condition!
In tht Burma dlttrlet.

Distinction ef a Mlisoert County.
From tht Xantat ly Timet.

St. Clair county hat the contolatlon ef
being famous, anyway. It won fame by
refuting to pay off bondt It voted In 1871
for a railroad which never wa built, and
now th United Statei court hai ordered
that It can pay no lalarlei till thi bonds
are redeerned. It probably will become
famouier a a county In which th efflc
really aeeka th man.

From a Swivel Chair.
Knleker Where has Smith don hit

flghtlngT
Docker In blow mah'i land.

An Ally Fallaarom.
On, guni, 'tit Neyoal Bit aaugT No I

CHALLENGE TO THE MEAT
EATERS.

A Tegetarlan Who Wants to Show the
Season of Ills Faith.

To tks Editor or Thb Son Sir: At
the age it 71, with nineteen years ab-

stinence from the uas of meat as a food,
In active business ten hours dally, I
think I can show a physique or meet a
mental or physical test of any descrip-
tion that will prove Its entire useless-ner- a

as a food, and, of far greater Im-

portance, I can clearly establish the
fact that the cost of living of the av-
erage adult, under any food conditions
In America, can be reduced 75 per cent
and the Individual maintain perfect
health, strength, weight (normal) and
condition.

To avoid notoriety, interference with
my business, I withhold any name.
Should further correspondence be de-

sired a letter to W., P. O. Box 111, Med-for- d,

Mars., will reach me, W.
MiuroRD, Mass., August 11.

THE NAME "AMERICAN."

A Dispassionate Reply to Mr. Wells
and Professor Hayes.

To th Editor or Th Bun Sir: Mr.
H. O. Wells In "The Fourth Tear" and
Prof. Ellen Hayes, In Popular Sdence,
express Judgments about our name Amer-
ican that are not sound. When a child
la born kindly neighbor may suggest
fanciful names or better names than the
on chosen by the parents. Sometimes
a volunteer suggests a name that pleases
the parents and the name Is adoptad.
Tre fame phenomenon occurs In munici-
palities. I know a village growing from
a cross roads eluster which wis nick-
named "Skunk Hollow" by all of the
neighboring villages, but on attaining Us
Independence aa a borough It formally,
by Its charter, repudiated the offensive
appellation and Is named for a General
of tht Revolutionary War. Th old namo
has passed Into oblivion.

So it was In 1492, when Bpaln acquired
as agalnat Europeans a definite right in
a new hemisphere, composed of two con-
tinents, rivalling Europe and Africa in
extent of territory. One obscure map
maker said, "Let us call It 'the New
World,' another "America," another a
different name. But Bpaln adopted for
Its Infant colony the name of "New
Bpaln," which ie equivalent In our com-
mon experience to naming a child after
Its father with the addition of "Junior."
The suggestion of geographers gave way
to the name of "New Bpaln," except In
Holland and England, whose navigators,
Frohlsher, Drake and Hudson, were
leading the way to a claim to the north-
ern part of tt.e new hemisphere antago-
nistic to that of Bpaln. They were ac-
quiring new additions to their incipient
empire. Again the volunteered name
of America was not considered by the
parent countries. So we find "New Am-
sterdam," "New England," and "New
France," and the name "America" re-

mains In the clouds. The child to bo
named "America" has not been born,
though the beautiful name awaits. Im-

pending like a prophecy, not that the
ctlld shall be called blessed but that It
ahall be called "America." Hap mak-
ers In Holland, Prance and England,
however, called the continents "North
America" and "South America," names
bearing no Invidious concessions to the
claims of any nation. Yet no nation or
principality had bestowed the nsme of
America upon any section of the acrth.

By what name waa the nowly discov-
ered hemisphere christened? Popo Greg-
ory nrnned It the "New World." Portu-
gal as well as Bpaln sought new off-

spring on this side of the Atlantic Ocean,
and It was necessary to designate the
territory Into which the rival explora-
tions were directed. So the land east of
Braall's western boundary fell to Portu-
gal, the territory on the west to Spain.
Still the name "America" la suspended
and hns not been adopted either by au-
thority or usage. The hemisphere was
Novus Mundus or Mundua Novus.

To all of thla naming tie natives of
the new world were more or less oblivi-
ous or unconscious. The Sioux for nil
of that waa a Sioux, and the Altec nn
Astec They had names sufficient for
their needs, and by what authority were
they called Indians? It was a nickname
and the nam "American" was as bad.

A sovereign nation namea Itself, and
the name It chooses Is binding within
Its borders. In Independence Hall In
Philadelphia will be found an exact rec-
ord of the naming of America. Of all
tl e nations now Inhabiting tha New
World, or Western Hemisphere, we first
became sovereign and Independent. "We
were the first that ever burst into that
silent sea." On the wall of Independence
Hall hangs the original form of the res
olution submitted by Richard Henry
Lee. ','Reeolved," It says, "that these
united colonies are, and of right ought
to be, free and Independent Statea.
That was introduced July 2. 1778. The
resolution waa Inadequate nnd was re
ferred to a committee of which Jeffer-
son was chairman. Tre phraseology
adopted was this: "We, the representa
lives of the United States of Ameri.'a,
In Congress assembled," Ac. When that
resolution was ndopted a roverelgn peo
pie adopted a name which before that
time wan as much the property of no one
aa the lightning which Franklin's kite
drew from the air.

In the name hall was drawn up tl e
Constitution which was later "ordained
and established for the people of the
United Btates of America." Afterward
were launched the United Btates of
Brasll, tht United Mexican States, and
much later the Dominion of Canada ob
talned Its new charter. Washington In
his Farewell Address tells us that the
name "American," wtlch belongs to us In
our national capacity, ought to awaken
the Just pride of our patriotism. I refer
that quotation to Prof, Hayes of Welles- -
ley, and to II. a. Wells. Barbarian

Philadelphia, August II.

Poem on rolltie.
To tbs Edito or Tna Sen Jr;

"Politic adjourned I" O nay!
Tet, with apt alliteration'!

Artful aid,
"Politic! prorogued per proclamation!'

May In truth be aald.
Nsw Tosk, August 1, Jit P. Dsx.

What On CrawHth Did.
from th ritminntiwi r(wi-Dm4-

Th U ft N. train du at Flemlngeburg
Junction at 8:14 was almost an hour late
Tueiday morning, the delay being caused
by a crawflth. Now thli crawftih did not
crawl up on th track and butt th train
off, but It was pumped up by the pump
Ing enslne out of Licking Rlvr, or by th
Paris water works out of Stoner Creek. At
any rat. It found It way Into th tank
of the engine drawing that train, and
tomewner near rieatant valley It wat
found to hav got Into th pip which
feedt the boiler and shut oft th water
upply. Th train waa ttopped, the feed

pipe disconnected and tha crawflih taken
out alive and put In the pocket of the
engineer1 Jacket. After th engineer got
hie train to going again he reached In hla
pocket for a chew of tobacco, when th
crawflih relented It, pinching hit flngar.
Thli It th tory told us by a man who
earn In nn th train, and of court he
wouldn't lit about a llttll thing like a
crawflih.

THE STATE COUNCILS OF
DEFENCE.

X Plan U TJUllie Them More Thot-onghl- y

in War Work.
Tht Council of National Dtfenc au-

thorises the publication of the follow-

ing letur from the President to Secre-

tary Baker commenting on th work
of the 8tat Councils- of Defence
throughout the country. The letter was
written In response to a Utter from Sec-

retary Baker, as chairman of th Coun-

cil of National Tjefence, outlining the
past and present work of the State
Councils and urging the further utilisa-

tion of their machinery by Federal de-

partments and administrations:
Mr Dtia Ms. Hiatal I hav reid with

great Inlereat your account of th achieve-men- t!

of the Stale Council! of Defence
and your general lummary of th actlvl-tle- i

In which they are now engaged. It
ti a notable record, and I ahall be glad to
hav you eipreie to th Stat Councils
mv eppreelatlon of th ttrvlc they hav
a utetutly rendered. I am particularly
itruck by tht value of extending our de-

fence organisation Into the amalleit
and by the truly democratic char-

acter of a national eyitem eo organised.
I believe In the eoundneii of your con-

tention that In th Interett of economy
and efficiency such machinery at that
provided by th State Council tyttem for
the execution of fnany kind of iter work
theuld be utilised aa fir aa peaelble by
Federal department and admlnlttratlans.
May I luggeit, therefore, that you com-

municate to the headi of all auch depart-
ment! and admlnlitratlont my wlih that
when they are considering extension! of
their organisation Into the Statei or new
work to be done in the State they

carefully whether they eannot
utilise the State Council tyttem. thut ren-
dering unneceteary th creation of new
machinery: and that they transmit all re- -

queue for action by th State Counclli
through the Stat Counclli Section of tnt
Council of National Defence T

Cordially and alncerely yaure,
WOOBSOW WI1.10N.

ECUADOR'S GREAT DAYS.

A Bepublle That Bejolees In Two An
nual Independence Celebrations.

From fAt Union.
The Republic of Ecuador celebrates

two national holidays, and strange to
aay both are "Independence Days.
Both are observed with the same en-

thusiasm and patrlotla fervor that is dis-
played here on the anniversary of the
adoption of the immortal Declaration.

The liberty loving patriots had to
shoot two bolts at Spanish domination
before they succeeded In gaining per
manent Independence. The first time
they had a quiet but determined revolu-
tion In Quito, the present capital of the
republic, the patriots arsembllng at the
house of Manuela Canlsares, a brave
and beautiful woman, on August f, 1809.
when they prepared their declaration of
Independence and chose the officials who
were to compose the provisional govern-
ment. That night the conspirators
gathered their forces In different parts
of the city, and Captain Salinas, who
commanded tho two companies of regu
lar troops that guarded the city, sent to
their barracks, read to them the declara
tion and won them over to the cause
of the patriots. They overpowered the
bodyguard of Hull de Cantllla, the Span-
ish Governor, early on the morning of
August 10 and thus established the first
republic without shedding a drop of
blood. It lasted only about a year, when
Castllla succeeded in overthrowing the
patriotic government and again brought
the country under Spanish dominion.

The fires of liberty had been kindled.
however, and the Eruadoreans kept up
their heroic atruggla notwithstanding
many reverses, until In 1S20 tha people
of Guayaquil, the lending seaport of the
country, succeeded In rebelling on the
9th of October. With the aid of Gen
eral Simon liollvar, the great Venezuelan
emancipator, nnd of his compatriot, Gen-

eral Antonio Jose Sucre, the Ecuadorans
after many bloody battles succeeded In
completely annihilating the Spanish
forces and established freedom In
Kcuador forever. Therefore It Is that
the Ecuadoreans celebrate two "Inde-
pendence Days," the 10th of August and
the th of October.

COLONEL DRUM.

A Recollection of the Chief of Staff's
Boyhood Here.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir; The
story The Sun printed of the appoint
ment of Colonel Hugh A. Drum as chief
of staff for the new First American Field
Army Is very welcome news for a host
of your local readers. We can claim
him for New Tork, for Colonel Drum
spent a considerable vortlon of his
boyhood as a student at Bt, Francis
Xavlsr's College, West Sixteenth street,
One of his fellow student was General
McAndrew, General Pershing's chief of
staff. For a number of years Captain
John Drum, his father, was detailed by
the War Department as military In
structor at BL Francis Xavler's. Nearly
700 of the alumni of the college are now
with the colors, and a considerable por
tion of them received their primary mill
tary training under Captain John Drum.
Captain Archie Comltkey, who had a
distinguished record as a star cavalry
man of the regulars in tha Philippines,
and Mnjor Hugh McElgen of th coast
artillery and aeronautic corps, are two
other Sixteenth street students of this
period. Colonel Drum's brother, the
Rev. Walter Drum, 8. J., Is the pro-

fessor of Scripture at the great Jesuit
training school at Woodstock, Md. He
han International repute as a Biblical
authority, and his lectures In this city,
at Columbia and the Brooklyn Institute,
on Biblical topics have been eagerly at-

tended by Scripture students.
New Tork, August 1J. T. F. M.

Soldiers' Letters.
To ths Editor or The Sun sir: I

would suggest to those parenta who
write four letters a week to their sons
in France that it Is partly their fault
that thtlr boys do not receive them.
While our boy is away at college or In
a distant State we are both quite con-
tent If we each get one letter a week,
or one In two weeks. Why write four?
If we multiply one hundred thousand
a week by four Is It any wonder tht
post offices are swamped? Re reason-
able and write fewer letters, then some
of our boys who have been waiting pa-
tiently will get theirs.

A Motiisr or a Soldicr.
East Oranoi, N. J., Aug, 12,

Germ an ta.
She tried to be the Sea

And whelm beneath her wav
Th world of chivalry,

Th good, th true, the brave.
In vain her cruelty.

Iter strength wa but a mock
She" tried to be the Sea

But France hat been the Reck.

She tried to be th nock
And tand galnit th tide.

To ecorn tht thunder shock
Of ocean on her tldet.

Bhe crumbles to the ihock,
To billows breaking free

She tried to be the Rock,
But England It Jhs Bel.

McLlRSSCItB WlLSOM.

THE SANITARY VALUE OF TOBACCO
AT THZ WAR FRONT.

Recent Medical Opinion of Smoking Considered as Protection Arahut
Tuberculosis.

Most of the serious studies of amok-- !
Ing have appeared in scientific re-

views. The objections to this method
are twofold. In the first place, the re-

sults do not rtWh tha public In a suit-

able form, for few writers are able to
treat of 'highly technical subjects with
simplicity and directness. The result
is that both sldea often believe tnat
they find in these studies evidence for
their own view. Secondly, the merely
prejudiced and partisan accounts of
tobacco are Written by those who have
some . special point to prove, come
may be Interested in showing that
smoking Is increasing among school
boys, or that the cigarette Is more
powerful than pipes and cigars. Still
others try to prove that the physique
of the nation Is deteriorating and that
nicotine Is the cause. The most com-
mon of these assumptions la that to-

bacco Is not a sedative, as most of the
human race believe, but an Intoxicant,
and that Its effects ara greatly In-

creased by inhaling smoke. Any one
reading these various themes, one
after the other, especially If he hap-
pens to have read the original scien-
tific essays on which they are based,
will experience a thorough mental
"seesaw." It Is clearly impossible for
tobacco to have so many and Incom-
patible effects.

A moot point has been the effect of
tobacco smoke on the lungs. A 'care-

ful Investigation of the subject has
just been made at Johns Hopkins Hos-
pital. The most valuable part of this
study relates to tho Inhaling of smoke
and the problems of tissue ohange in
tho lungs. Ths author, Dr. Krause,
hea two advantages over most of the
specialist writers. He is an expert on
statistics, as well as on the medical
aspects of smoking, and so Is able to
present a broadly hystenio view. He
Is critical and scientific, anxious to see
both sides of the question, with a
slight bias against the general use of
the weed.

The aim of the investigation Is to
ascertain whether there is any evi-

dence that tobacco smoking has a di
rect relation to consumption, and -- If
so, what it Is. It la generally believed
by doctors that tuberculous patients
should be protected from colds and

REKIPROKITY.

Horrible Effects of Knltor on Students
of Latin.

To thb Editor or Tna Sun Sir; In
regard to "Germanised" Latin, why not
do away with a pronunciation which to
a great extent defeats the great end of
the study of Latin?

It is valuable to us largely aa an
assistance In the comprehension of our
own language. When I attended Miss
Brackett'e school the pupils carried deri-

vation books to all the classes, and were
expected at any time to give the Latin
root of any word selected by th teacher
from either text book or recitation.

The Continental pronuncia-
tion confused us beyond a doubt, and I
feel that the very valuable habit of de-

ducing definition from the Latin root
would be much simplified and more often
found if th Continental pronunciation
did not veil the derivation and make an
effort of what would be otherwise an
almost unconscious application of our
knowledge.

My sons have often mispronounced
English words with Latin roots owing
to the German pronunciation of Latin
which they were taught, on of the moat
remarkable evolved being- - "reklproklty."

New Tork, August 12. M. H. 8.

Let Colture Drive Ont the Affectations
of Kultnr.

To thi Editor or The Sun Sir: One
criterion of a gentleman I unhesitatingly
assert myself to possess I have forgot-
ten Greek. Cut Latin Is another mat-
ter. Every educated man must have
some acquaintance with it, and the
chances are that he will make some use
of It. Hence, thanks are due to Profes-
sor Chaffln for hla letter In Friday's Sun
on "Germanised Latin."

Fifty years ago when I began the
study of Latin there was still a con-
troversy between the "English" and the
"Continental" pronunciation. In this
country the advocates of the former
were probably to be found mostly among
the lawyers. A good many years later
one of th leaders of the bar (I think
It was Mr. Choate) referred In an ad-

dress to th dismay with which ha heard
"a young gentleman from Harvard" as-
sert In argument "kee farklt pare al-

lium farklt pare say" his rendering of
the maxim On which Is based the law of
principal and agent.

The "Continental method" was well
established In the nohoots and colleges
before I left the Episcopal Academy, and
another "young gentleman from Har-
vard" began as classical master the
connection with the school which cul-
minated In a long and successful reign
as head master. After I had left school,
and after he had been studying and
writing in classical archaeology and the
languages, I found htm an advocate of
the "Italian" method, on the theory that
the continuity of speech In the "Rom of
Ccesar, Rome of Peter" made It likely
that the Italians speak something nearer
to classical Latin than any other people.
How far he carried this theory of his
I da not know, but I do know that
In talk with his old pupil he deprecated
the then currant pronunciation of the
schools.

I entered the University of Pennsyl-
vania, where a great classical acholar,
Francis A, Jackson,, was professor of
Latin. Another distinguished professor
In thosa "days, in an entirely unrelated
branch, once referred to the pronuncia-
tion aa established in the university as
the "Scotch-Iris- h pronunciation." We
believed, however, that It was the "Con-
tinental" method, and during the next
four years my anxieties about the Latin
language and literature were not at all
concerning pronunciation.

I have read a good deal of Latin since,
and when I thought It would help out an
occasional essay I have quoted It freely,
but I do not believe I have uttered
a thousand words of it, except In
intimate conversation, and always diff-
idently. I remember once reading
before a imall, critical and non-leg- al

audience the crucial declaration
of Magna Charta, and th thought
of that ordtal caused me considerably
more worry than the composition of th
very modest paper In which It was Incor-
porated,

These are my troubles. Hence my
gratitude to Professor ChaOn for hla let- -

A

catarrh, and that if smoking, and (1.
pcclally tho Inhaling of cigarette
tmoke. caused Inflammation of th
throat, the habit should be avoided
Btatisties show that some Irritation ofthe throat occurs in 27 per cent, of

but the proportion inthose who Inhale cigarette smoke Is
higher, and the question waa, there-fof-

whether the smoke waa th
cause. To the suppoji.
tlon has always been convenient thatcigarette smoke caused throat inflam-
mation, but exact figures tell a differ.
mnt ntnrv. In mm- - ehirn 4 nnn ...- J -- '"" ,.,v young
men discharged from the United
Btates Army on account of consump-
tion, the proportion of throat symp-
toms was no higher among smokers
than among

As tuberculosis of the lungs often
follows colds. It has been assumed that
inflamed tissue waa more liable to
bacterial Invasion than a healthy tis-
sue. Sr. Krause combats this con.
elusion, and shows by examples fiom
medicine that inflamed tissue Is rarely
the site of bacterial Infection. Ery-
sipelas, for example, a form of in.
flnmatlon of ths face, arises more often
from healthy skin. Inflamed tlstuoi.
it .Is found, are points of unusual re-

sistance to germs and the infections
they carry. The protective action of
tobacco smoke in the cheat appears ta
he of this nature. The Inhalation of
smoke causes a comparatively mild In

flammatlon which Is mildly stimulating
to the vitality of the lung tissue. Aj
this effect of smoking Is frequently
repeated. It leads In the end to repair
of damaged tissue. The local effects
or Inhaled tobacco smoke are thus
shown to be a barrier to the en
trance of tuberculous germs into the
lung, and when they do enter to be
a force resisting the development et
those gprms.

The medical authorities who hav
followed these experiments believe
further that the local Irritation when
It is the effect of tobacco smoke la not
fraught with danger even in cases at
bronchitis and consumption. There
Is every reason, then, to think that
patients and smokers alike will be
much comforted by this medical as-

surance that the chief objection to the
cigarette has been removed. B.

ter. As they were due to German propj-gand-

I hop that his suggestion will
bear fruit and culture will overcome kut-tu- r

and establish a standard which will
relieve later generations from such em
barrasements. J. D. B

Philadsuhia, August 12,

MOLASSES IN BEANS.

The Sifter of a Once Celebrated Char-acts- r

Insists on Them.
To thb Editor or Ths Sun sir 1

heartily Indorse the letter of Mr. CurtU
In defense of baked beans u a palatable
and nutritious food except for lo
minor details.

My wife, the sister of my long lost
blonde sister-in-la- who comet from
Boston, says that molasses Is a mon
necessary Ingredient In the proper coo-
king of New England's famous Saturdiv
night supper, baked beans 'ot wishing
to spread the already world wide wi
Into the Intimate circle of m.v on
family, I can do no less than ba.-- re
up In thla ntatement, Mr Curtis to 'nc
contrary notwithstanding.

But what, perhaps:, Is of more In- -

portanc, Mr. Curtis ends his letter wli- -

"Bcans detrimental? Tell that to the
marines." Now the expression, 'Tel'
that to the marines," as a term meant to
convey the Idea of stupid rredul.ty is

obsolete. Even In the days when It wai
so used, was It not Captain Jinks of
whom It was sung, "I'm Captain J ni
of the Horse Marines, I feed my horse
on pork and beans?" Thereby showl-- c

that Jinks reallied the nutritive quiiitv
of beans.

The expression to which I hae Just
alluded has been superseded by tht
phrase, 'Tell that to the Germans,'' b-
ecause of the d complacem--
with which the German people iwallow
obvious lies.

Incidentally, f reports from the In'
terlor of Germany are to be be!"'d.
the only things fat left to the Oernn-- i
people are their heads and, unfortu-
nately, there are no signs as et th'
these heads will lose this fatty d-
egeneracy and shrink to the site of herd
common sense. T P

New York, August 13

Turn Off the TJnneeded Light'
To the Editor or Tux Bin Sir v

great saving In coal and electrlc.ty
could be effected If the employeei In

omces, both large and small, were I-
nstructed to turn off their electric lights
when not In use. The negllgeni e of
somo In this respect Is sufficient to cause
an annual waste of hundreds of tons
of coal. We may feel tho want of the
latter this coming winter. A go"d

would be to have all entr'owrs
have small placards printed bearing Wt
concise but potent Injunction "I'leate
turn off your light when not In um
The old adage of "Waste not, wan' nt
Is btlll In efTect. Kri m

New York, August U

Work for the German 'aiy and Me-

rchant Marine.
To the Editor or The Sun Sit When

the war Is over our boys wil1 or
eager to return home as we sha re to

receive them. One of the peace i' Ha-

lations should b that all fkrm.v
warships Included, and .' g

while under the flags of the All e ",J '

bo utilised to carry to their ie t v

destinations the troops from America.
Canada, Australia, New Zealand
the Cape, It the Hun fleet end i'f
to make partial reparation for d.s
piracy by performing one gooi "

Howard V. Suthlr1 v0

New York, August 13.

News Wanted of Itlrlngtnn Viae

To the Editor or Tit t Sun Sir wien
a boy, many years ago, I lUtd th

my parents in Rlvlngton place, w - '1
as I remember It, was In Ri '"'n
street, between Goerck and ui'
etreels. J have visited th local r iny

times within th laat few years " a
endeavor to And th snot, but hae
unsuccessful. I have also Inqu rr "

many now reMding In that vlcln t h

no on aeems to know anything ah' '

I am writing you, therefore, t' 1,1

that some of your older eubn
may be able to give mo the de. "1

Information. William A. Bsowo
Nsw York, August 13.


